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A true outdoorsman, Keith was practically born in the
saddle. His opinions on saddles were just as strong as
his opinions on firearms.

225 WINCHESTER MODEL 70
BULL GUN

Joe Kinsella and I have been testing the new Win-
chester Model 70 bull gun in .225 Winchester caliber.
The cartridge case is rimmed and reminiscent of the
Zipper cartridge, but with larger capacity. It duplicates
the ballistics of the fine .224 Weatherby Magnum. A
50-grain bullet goes around 3,800 fps, and a 55-grain
bullet around 3,650. Only 55-grain loads were sent with
the rifle in plain white boxes. They are wonderfully
accurate. This would also be an excellent cartridge in
all single-shot varmint rifles for shoot«rs wanting a
rartridean of thic valarcity and eanarh sro00 - Thevy

fps velocity. This we look forward to testing later. =
should be a good wind-bucker and flatter over ..~
ranges than the two lighter bullets. The rifling == =
with a turn in 14 inches, and a 60-grain bullet =z 2
probably be close to the cartridge’s limit for tw.s.

Of all the .22 varmint cartridges, this 223 %+
chester, the .224 Weatherby Magnum, and the ::
.222 Remingtons have given us the most consiziz
accuracy of all. The powder capacity of the 222 °
chester is a bit greater than that of the 224 V=22
erby, and pressures seem lower than the Weath=r2+
but both shoot wonderfully well.

This 55-grain load allows sighting the rifiz -
inches high at 100 yards to give about a 2'/>incZ =
at 150 to 175 yards and some two inches of c: -
300 yards. It is flat as a stretched string to 300 - ===
As near as I can tell, this new .225 Winchester 2= - =
.224 Weatherby Magnum are about on a par .~
accuracy and for trajectory. Both are good ..
inch or less groups at 100 yards with perfect oo 2 =
Both show some wind drift even at 100 yards w2z ©
grain bullets. Both like 4895 or 4064 best of & =
ders tried. Both cartridges may be best servec -
60-grain bullets in windy country.

The rifle has a 24-inch straight-taper buli ===~
equipped with scope blocks for the Lymar >.2
Targetspot or other target scopes. It is also tappz= 2
a Redfield front and rear sight. It has the new 0.
70 action and stock. Bedding of this particu.zx ==
was poor. It is supposed to be full-floating, but tc =.-
had warped until it bore hard along the right s 2
the barrel channel and left a huge gap betweez ::=
and wood on the left side. Contact of the r=:=:-
seemed to be just at the recoil lug. Even in ths <
dition, it shot wonderfully well. However, wz:=
relieved the forestock on the right side, accurac: ==
to pot. Examination showed very little contact == -
ceiver with wood, and this only at the recoil abuz
Next I packed the receiver portion of the stocs
modeling clay and seated all guard screws up =z~
and it went right back to work and produced z=: =
under a half-inch at 100 yards. Joe fired one =
with four of the five in one hole. The answer w1
a new stock or glass bedding. I believe this rifle, i
carefully with a high-grade custom stock preze:
bedded, with full contact along receiver and bar:z. =
some up-push at tip of forestock, will be a tacx-=.
job. Glass bedding may also accomplish this rz:..

The .225 Winchester is also offered with anc:—
weight barrel of 22 inches. The bull-barrel job « =z
9%/, pounds while the standard rifle with 22-in:- -

ral weirhs inst seven pounds. Price of the bull -
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A big game hunter’s camp on the Middle Fork of the Salmon River
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