Colonel James Cameron
—with Compliments of Colonel Colt

By Henry A. Truslow

The inscription on the backstraps of these two civilian
model 1860 Colt Army revolvers tells just a part of their
story. The recipient, Col. James Cameron, was a brother of
Simon Cameron, the first Secretary of War under President
Lincoln. The Cameron family was politically influential in
Pennsylvania politics and Simon Cameron used this influ-
ence to assure Lincoln he had the delegate support needed
for the Republican nomination in the election of 1860. In
return, Lincoln gave Cameron his choice of a Cabinet posi-
tion, cither as Secretary of State or Secretary of War
Cameron chose the War Department post.

Simon’s brother William resided in Lewisburg,
Pennsylvania and had vast real estate holdings in Philadel-
phia as well as in the Lewisburg area. He also owned a bank
and, most importantly, the railroad system between Sunbury
and Philadelphia known today as the Main Line. Prior to the
war, his brother James Cameron had apprenticed as an attor-
ney, worked at the newspaper, and managed the railroad sta-
tion, all in Sunbury. James and his wife Rebecca also op-
erated two farms, one in Milton, Pennsylvania where they

resided and the other in West Chillisquaque Townshi
Pennsylvania. These properties will reappear later in th
presentation. Rebecca was the daughter of Henry Lema
the famed gun maker from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Tt
Cameron family had migrated to the Sunbury area fro
Lancaster in the 1840s.

Figure 1. Colt Model 1860 army revolvers presented by Col. Colt to Col. James Cameron of the 79th New York Highlanders,
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When the war broke out, Simon would do two things
th=t would influence the family for gencrations. The first
we.s his accomplishment of getting Congress to reimburse
th 2 railroads twenty-five cents a head for each soldier it trans-
pceted. With his brother William controlling the railroads, it
is zasy to see how William amassed a fortune during the war.
T2 other action taken by Simon would cost the life of his
b:other James. Simon pressured Governor Morgan of New
Yook to appoint James to a position in the New York militia.
Ir zluded in my display is a letter from the New York Adjutant
C =neral pointing out that it was not legal for a non-resident
tc serve in a state militia unit. In spite of this, James Cam-
e-on’s appointment went through. This commission is also
ir luded in the display. I have not yet been able to determine
e:actly what influence Simon Cameron used on Governor
NM.organ but the transaction has his fingerprints all over it.
B=cause of these and other hints of corruption, Lincoln was
fc:ced by Congress to replace Cameron with Stanton less
tian a year into his term. Cameron landed on his feet, how-
ever, as he became the United States’ first Minister (now
c:'led Ambassador) to Russia.

On June 20, 1861 the 79th New York Highlanders held
a zala party in Washington, D.C. to celebrate the election of
Jemes Cameron as their Colonel. Simon gave an eloquent
szech at this event, not knowing that in a month and a day Figure 2. Painting commissioned by the family after Col. Cameron’s
Je mes would be killed at the Battle of Bull Run. I suspect that death at Bull Run.
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it was at this gathering in Washington that Col. Colt pre-
sented James Cameron with this pair of pistols and Simon
Cameron with the pair of pistols on display at the Civil War
Museum in Harrisburg. These are two of the earliest known
wartime presentations made by Colt.

On July 21, 1861 James Cameron fell mortally wounded
while rallying his men at Bull Run. His horse, sword, and pis-
tols were recovered on the battlefield and sent to Simon
Cameron via James Cameron’s orderly. They were then sent
on to William in Lewisburg. For many years one of the
revolvers and the double casing were on display at the Sun-
bury GAR post. The second revolver was assumed to have
been lost and all hope of finding it was lost as well,

Remarkably, after a separation of an unknown length of
time, the guns were reunited on November 17, 1988. The
odds that the pair would be restored have to be astronom-
ical. By chance, Virgil Mylin stopped in at the Pennsylvania
Antique Gun Collectors Association fall show. He was on his
way to Long Island to deliver some guns that he had sold and
decided at the last minute to stop and check out the show. I
happened to be at Ted Dolan’s table when Virgil came up
and announced that he had a gun presented to James Cam-
eron by Col. Colt. I had never met Virgil and thought right
away that he had been put up to play a joke on me by all
those in the room who knew I was looking for just such a
gun. Only after Virgil showed me the pistol and I showed
him the picture of its mate did we realize what had hap-
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pened. Virgil’s gun had been in the famed Johnnie Basset col
lection and was found in Indiana. James Cameron had a sis
ter who married a doctor in Indiana, thus leaving Lewisburg.
We can only guess that she took one of James’ revolvers with
her, leaving the other one with William. Along with the gun
came family images and other artifacts that lead me to
believe that this is how and why the guns were separated.

As an epilog, the Cameron family remained powerful in
Pennsylvania politics into the 1920s, with Simon’s son J
Donald Cameron influencing much of what went on in
Harrisburg. After James’ death at Bull Run, his farms were
put up for sheriff’s sale by the very bank owned by William.
Simon and William purchased both properties for dimes on
the dollar and sent widow Rebecca packing to Lancaster
with her $300 widow’s dower, thus making them two of the
pioneer robber barons on the 19th century!

James Cameron’s body was buried near the Henry
house on the battlefield. The Confederates knew where it
was but General Beauregard did not allow the body to be
returned to the family for over a year. Many negotiators trav-
eled under flags of truce to try to arrange for its return and
most of them ended up held as prisoners of war. A newspa-
per account gave credit to Confederate General Wade
Hampton for shooting Col. Cameron, a charge that General
Hampton fiercely denied.



{Photo by Brady, Washington.}

SIMON CAMERON, 1865.
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Theclmnmotthepaireverbe-
hg reunited were slim ~— almost
‘nonexistent.’

fiswtfatetookthngsmiu
hands and a-Wabash resident’s

aamemeetingatanam:;uem'

ﬁowledtoammmn 7
Two Colt Model 1860 Mbe»

armyﬂevdvm,mntedby Coi.

Samnel Colt. to Col- James
Camercn (who served under Col.

William Sherman in the Battle of -
Bull Run and was the brother of
m dadne

Simon Cameron,

coln’s Secretary of War) at the out-
hre&afﬂm(ﬁvﬂWar,arem
again a matched pair. =~
- About one year ago, Henry
Truslow, of Pennsylvania, pur-
;dwa(:oltuwithitsmatdﬂng

case, and an empty side where the '

gun’s twin should have rested.

L MOVEMBER 15, 198 % |

humped into Virgxl Mylin, 2
Broadmoormve,atanmﬁque

gun show Satmvday m Pottstown, :
Thetwogmcdxecmuappmed”

to be at the same table at the show,

whereTtlBlewbeardMylintalk-’

ing about a Colt 44 he owned.

“Atﬁtﬁlﬂnngﬁitwaxoneof_a; .
 my friends playing a joke on me,” 93 to collect his gun.

said. “They knew I was .”

bokingforﬁ;eoﬂnrgm" L
But further

anda«;
. picture Truslow had with him of -
his case and gun, convinced the .~
,,i,menb@hadwhatmeotherwasf
- looking for.. © -
The duo talked about Tmslow";
purchasing the gun, but it wasn't
until Sunday night, after Mylin had ©
returned to Wabash, that a deal "

PO photo by HAROLD CHATLOSH

vtrgu nym; (ieh)) Naces a COR A4 circa 1860 Army rovolvof in tho gun case of its new owner Henry

‘wasmde

“He had already talked to other

people about buying it, but we
agreed they (guns) should stay
together,” Truslow said. “I let it
sink in and told him I would get
back with him.”
- He did, and after a counter offer
from Mylin, Truslow ended up the
owner of a matched set of Colt 44s,
circa 1860. )

Truslow flew to Wabash Thurs-

“Iwouldhavecomesombut

Bothagreefate}mdalargerole

~ in the two

“If I had come to that table five
minutes - earlier or later we
wouldn’t have met,” Truslow said.

““But we got the guns together and

made a good friend on top of that.”

T —

S — ——




Genernal Head Quanters State of N.VY.
Adj. Gen. Offdice
Albany, July 4,1861

Brig. Gen. John Even
41h Brigade NYSM
General

In reply to your telegraph of yesterday, which did not come into
my hands £L today, 1 have fo state that the Governorn has not yet
s4gned the commission fon Col. Cameron, and when I saw him about it a
day on two ago, he wished it withheld fon the present - He s absent
grom the offdce today - T will see him again on the subject and send
At to you when signed.

Yourns veny respectfully,

D. Campbelt
Asst. Adj. Gen.






Headquartens
New York July 17,1861

Lt. Cof. Samuel N. ELLioit
Camp of the 794h Regiment
beyond Anlington Heights, Va.

Dear Sin:

About the time 1 Reft the city fon the camp of the 79th Regiment
by appointment with Col. Cameron, the Governon hesitated to sign and
gowand to me Col. Cameron's commission as appeared from a Letter of
the Adf. General of which the enclosed is a copy - on my retww f§rom
the camp of the Regt. to Washington, 1 Learned from Major Taylor that
the Attorney Genernal of ourn state had informed him that he had given
an opinion against the validity of the election on the ground that a
citizen of anothern state could not hold a commissdion in the regular
militia of this state and 1 regarded it as almost cerntain that no
commission would be issued and expressed the opinion to Col. Cameron
that he could not act without it, except by the couwrntesy of the
officens, and 1 supposed another election might be necessarny.

Contharny to such expectations, howevern, 1 §ind on my return to
the city that the commission had been sent to me, the governon not
having recelved from the Attorney Genenal the opinion referred to. 1
therefore enclose the commission to you with the request that you will
4L out and have Col. Camenon sign the enclosed vath and admindister
the same to him. You will please certify to the same and forwarnd the
oath £o me.

Very twuly yours,

John Buer
Brig. Genernal
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To WAlLiam Cameron
I want James burnied here beside his mothen, brothen and sisten.

Come down,

Eliza Warford

Jwly 22,1861
J.D. Camenon Lo William

To William Camenon

The only information 1 have i8 a dispatch stating that he was
killed in the battle yesterday. From neports here our army retreating
today towards Washington. They are 50 much occupied that 1 have not
been able to obtain particularns. 1 can't tell whether on not his body:
has been taken care of. Dn. Bobbs Legft here this morning for
Washington. T will Let you know as scon as 1 get any furthen
Angormation., :

J. D. Cameron






Juky 22,1861

To Mn. William Cameron -
1 have just recedived a dispatch from Father (Simon). He tells me

that T need not go to Washington, that he does not know whethern they
can-get the body. Send this to Aunt Rebecca (James' wife)

J. D. Camenon
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Juby 74, 18§61

Dear Margaret,

1 fear we shall not find the body of James. W. Magraw and his
griend W. Arnold volunteered on Monday Afterncon fto go for Lt and have
not yet come back. The chance 44 that the nrebels have kept them as
prisoners.  General McDowell sent out a flag of thuce yesterday but it
was not enough to enter the Lines of the enemy. Begfore he can now be
distinguished he will probably be buried in a common ghave - but there
45 hope. He was Left in a farum house with his name and rank given.

A soldien brought to me his hat. Anothen one brought his swond,
and his servant brought in his honse and pistols. He died bravely at
the head of his hegiment and was on the ghound and killed when nearly
all had gallen or netreated. Poon fellow - He was prepared for death
Aif we may judge from his conversations with his Chaplain. 1 Legft him
on Saturday 3 on 4 howrs before he marnched from his camp and he was
then very sdick but better than he had been forn some days. 1 believe
then we would not again meet but did not say s0 to him. His death has
given me great pain but the general disaster to the country has
occupied my whole mind since Lt occwrred. 1 am now using all my
energies Lo §LLL up the Loss. We are Ain no dangen Lin this city, but
there 18 great dangern apprehended. Indeed for 2 days we wene
swurounded by all sorts of rumons - all false of course but sLLL they
made the town crazy. One of the wornst features was the crowd o4
drunken runaway soldiens that (0L the streets.

I am gull of annoyances grom all sornts of people.

Tuly yours,

Simon Camesron






War Depit.
26 July, 1861

Dearn WAiLLiam,

There 45 now 1 fear no prospect of getting the body of James. He
died nobly, bravely, and calmly. Everyone admits his merits, poonr
gellow. He goes only a very shont time before us. May we hope that
you and T may die as well and as much hespected.

There 45 much danger of anothen battle but 1 intend to see that

we deserve to win the next battle. When it is over T will go home.
God has this country in his hands and He will stand by the right.

Simon Camenon






Dearn William

The honse Ais hene with pistols, swond, and his military hat. 1
will send the honse by his orderly on Tuesday. The man L4 very
intelligent - was a great favornite with James.

I intend to go home if possible in a day on two for 1 am nearly
overdone. The Likeness 1 find i85 very comforting.

Simon Cameron
28 July 1861
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Dear William,

I have recelved a Retter from Richmond stating that the”
body o4 James will be sent home in a few daysy

I wikl sall about the 15% Aprnil.

Best regands

Simon Camenon
March 2, 1862
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Susquehanna Telegraph Lines
second dispateh .

Hauisburg  Manch 16, 1862
To William Cameron

Uncle James will Leave Washington Lomorrow morning at L4 o'clock
accompanied by eight officens and eight soldiens. We will join them
here in the evening and awviive at Lewisburg at £ o' clock Fomorrow
night. Please make the necessary arrangements.

J.D. Cameron
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Susquehanna Telegraph Lines

Sunday, March 17

o Wm., Camenon

Ves T wdll come.

Rev. Rigen
Chaplain of the 79th
Highland Regiment
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