


Today, the rifle has a tang-mounted, long-range
yernier sight and, although not as fancy as his
prother Granville’s 1 of 1000, is still a wonderful
and rare rifle. Collection of Arlin McCroskie

A GIFT FROM IVER JOHNSON
SERIAL NO. 6594

This rifle, a First Model with an Arabic 1 of 1000 inscription, was purchased by Fred Mills in 1935 from the Iver Johnson Sporting
‘Goods Store in Boston. It was one of the first twenty rifles that were reported to Universal Pictures and Winchester during the Winches-
{fer '73 motion picture search. Mills reported: “I bought this rifle June 6th, 1935, as recorded in my cash book as follows, Win. 73 (1 of




1000) Fancy rifle $10...in almost new condition. .. Previous
owner unknown.”

This beautifully case-hardened rifle, in very fine condition,
was truly a gift from the folks at the Iver Johnson store, even in
1935, at the price sold. The tang vernier sight is a later, but pe-
riod addition.

Two unusual features in this First Model 73 are the shotgun
butt and the pistol grip, both of which are very rare in this early
gun. Neither of these features were mentioned in the Winchester
records. This, however, is not unusual since details like these
were often not recorded. The warehouse ledgers were meant for
inventory control and were not kept for the gratification of col-
lectors over a hundred years later.

The original pistol grip configuration has a lever, which is
curved to fit the grip, and is stamped with serial number 6594
using the same numbering dies. The number is found on the left
side of the lever and is visible only after removal of the sideplate.
This unusual feature indicates that the rifle was specially ordered
with this stock. Model 1873 levers were normally not numbered.

This rifle is also marked 6594 on the inner tang and has the

Serial number 6594.

Fred Mills with his
One of One Thousand.

assembly number 594 on the inside surface of each sideplate.
The buttstock inlet is marked XXX, indicating very fancy, high-
grade wood. The left side of the lower tang and stock inlet is
marked with assembly number 394.

John Malloy, a well-known collector and dealer, related an
interesting story about this rifle to its present owner. He and Alan
S. Kelley, another dealer from Connecticut, used to visit Fred
Mills in order to see his gun collection. Mills was very elderly at
the time and a bit grouchy, but for the sum of $1.00 each, would
let them into his house to look at his guns.!

The provenance of this rifle is well documented. Following
its purchase from Iver Johnson in 1935, Fred Mills owned it until
his death in 1965. It was then acquired by Eldon Owens who
only owned it for a short time. Owens sold it to Leon “Red”
Jackson, of Jackson Arms in Dallas, Texas, for $2,500.2 In 1965,
Jackson Arms featured the rifle on the back cover of their Cata-
log 22. The rifle then passed to Bobby C. Burns who owned it
until 1993 at which time it came into the possession of Paul Sor-
rell. Following this, it was owned in turn by David Bichrest,
Leon Budnigas and was then purchased by its present owner.

Collection of Bert Jolicouer
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FIREARM COLLECTION é%;tzz:;, C)r7CL«1

OF THE LATE
FREDERIC P, L, MILLS
OLD DEERFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

COLTS LONG ARMS
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68 Winchester "1 OF 1000" 44 C,F, Oct, Bbl., Fancy checkered P.G.
Stock (Model 1873 VERY RARE, One Sold for $2,500) #6594

69 Winchester Model 1873 44 Cal. Half Oct. Bbl, Fancy stralght
grip stock. Fine condition, #30863



